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• Getting a jump on Production 
• Richer submission pool
• Avoid duplicates
• Get references sorted out
• Avoid plagiarized material

Can we improve your efficiency??

• Have quality images
• Access good Reviewers
• Verify statistics are sound
• Check the online literature
• Funnel submissions to Editors

Your Common Tasks



Parallel Workflows
Using Production Tasks Alongside Editorial Tasks 



The What

Manuscript 
submitted

Side work with 
Staff, Authors, 

or Vendors

Manuscript is 
ready to be 
accepted

Editorial 
peer review 
continues as 

normal



Why? Reduce Time-to-Publication! 

• Have 3rd party vendors to assist 
during the peer-review process
• Obtain additional information or 

materials from Authors
• Initiate Production at any time 

before Final Disposition is set

• Correspondence and task history 
are recorded
• Configure flags for staff with 

permission to see the task status



Initiate “Production”



Assign Production Task 



Additional Info/Files Required from an Author 

• Create your questions and 
questionnaires in PolicyManager
• Configure a Production task to 

corresponding author and set the 
new questionnaire against it

• Define which files automatically 
go to the Author & the submission 
item type that the author can 
return



Questionnaire Selection within the Task
PolicyManager > ProduXion Manager > Configure Submission Workflows and 
Production Tasks



Author View: Assigned Production Task



Author View: Completing the Task



History View



Obtain Additional Data from a Vendor

• Export tasks to an FTP location
• Task can be completed by return 

FTP
• AC provides FTP location

• Aries Import.xml file sent with 
task
• Vendor can edit/complete fields 

in that XML and return it by FTP



Submission Production Task Configuration
• Export files to an FTP location
• Contains XML file to ID the manuscript and any desired files
• Contains option of go.xml file to be returned by FTP to complete task in EM
• PolicyManager > ProduXion Manager > Configure Submission Workflows 

and Production Tasks



Some data come standard
Some are optional
Some are AMDs

Select Fields for Import



Configuring an AMD 
• Go to Policy Manager > Additional Data Policies> Add/Edit Additional 

Manuscript Detail Fields



AMD Display Options 



AMDs and Submission Flags
Associate a flag with an AMD
PolicyManager > Create Customized Submission Flags



Role Permissions
Role Manager > Editor Role > General Searching and Viewing and Flag 
Icons



What Would the XML Look Like?

Exported XML

<additionalmanuscriptmetadata>
<metadata id="1" 

datatype="notes">
<description>Quirk Analysis 

Required</description>
<value></value>

</metadata>
</additionalmanuscriptmetadata>

Imported XML (with data)
<additionalmanuscriptmetadata>

<metadata id="1" 
datatype="notes">

<description>Quirk Analysis 
Required</description>

<value>This is so quirky, it isn’t 
even funny.</value>

</metadata>
</additionalmanuscriptmetadata>



AMD Imported from a Vendor via FTP

Sample editable display on Details page



Manuscript Ingest



Manuscript Ingest…



Ingest Partners



A Few Words on Portals…

• Improved Author experience
• Streamlined workflow
• Publisher branding

One-stop shopping for Authors



Benefits

• Manuscripts that might not otherwise reach your journal

• Automated import of metadata to save you work
• Steady addition of new features



Editor Main Menu



Submissions - New Ingested Submissions Folder

Demonstrative Video: https://www.ariessys.com/views-and-press/resources/video-library/5895-2/



Workflow/Folder Travel

• New Ingested Submissions folder
Journal office receives/analyzes new submission

Send Back to Author
Submission adjusted by Author and PDF built

Submission approved for peer-review

Transfer Complete

• New Submissions or New Submissions Requiring Assignment Folder
Sent on in the workflow to other Editors/Reviewers



New in v. 14.1 and 15.0

üRe-ingest Revised Submissions (Revised Ingested Submissions Folder)
üAutomatic Send Back to Author via API
üSend submission status and files via API 

üAutomatic PDF Building and approval
üAutomatically mark as Transfer Complete
üPush of Author letters through API
üSubmission can be transferred back to the Portal for another journal



Configuration and More Information

• AdminManager > Configure Manuscript Service Providers for Ingest

• Speak with our Marketing Dept.

• Today, 3:15-4:15, Transfers: Preprint Servers, MECA & More
Caroline Webber Aries Product Management
Ryan Looney Overleaf
John Inglis bioRxiv



Preventing Duplicate Submissions



What Is It?

• Catch resubmissions or multiple 
authors submitting the same 
manuscript
• Individual journal or across UDB-

linked publications

• Can be used in blinded and 
unblinded workflows

• Weighted average: Title 
(40%), Authors (30%), 
Abstract (30%)



Configuration
Policy Manager > Configure Duplicate Submission Check

Symbol displays next to Author name

Score displays red in the Action 
Link

Score displays with Action Link if threshold
met or exceeded



Role Permissions
Role Manager> Editor Role > View Reference Checking Results



Action Link Display 

Author Symbol Display



Results within a Single Journal



Cross-Publication Results



Automatic Reference Processing 



Parse, Restructure, and Validate: eXtyles®
• PubMed/CrossRef linking
• Formatted to journal style 

Out-of-the-box styles: 
APA, AMA, Chicago, ICMJE
Custom journal styles 
available

• Mark-up in Word file
• Missing data added 
• Data corrected 
• DOIs added 
• Retractions identified



Results



Configuration
Policy Manager > ProduXion Manager > Configure Reference Checking 



Configuration, continued



Configuration, continued



Configuration, continued
Policy Manager > Submission Policies > Edit Submission Items 



Role Permissions

View is available to Authors, Reviewers, and Editors, by permission.

Role Manager> Author or Reviewer or Editor Role > View Reference Checking Results



Detecting Plagiarism



Detecting Plagiarism: Similarity Check

• Send files ad hoc or at 
automated trigger points
• Submission is compared to 

published papers on CrossRef
and other web sites

• A report details similarities 
between the submission and 
the published literature
• Must have account with 

iThenticate



Action Link
Similarity Check/iThenticate Results (%)

Similarity Score displays. 
Click the link to access the 
report.



Similarity Check/iThenticate History



Sample Report



Initial Configuration

• Contact AC to enable
• Policy Manager > Submission Policies 

> Configure Similarity Check
• Enter username, password, select 

folder for results, and choose the 
similarity threshold



Configure within Article Type

Choose automatic trigger points,  if desired
PolicyManager > Edit Article Types



Send Files Ad Hoc via File Inventory Action Link



Configure within RoleManager

Configure roles to send submissions and see results



Image Quality
Artwork Quality Checking (AQC)



Why??

• Saves            and            

• Replace unsuitable files earlier in the workflow!



What?

• Validates image files for print 
suitability
• Available to the Author and/or 

Editor on designated pages and 
to Editor on Transmittal Form
• Can be triggered at initial 

submission, revision, or 
acceptance

How?

• Files sent to the third party 
system for checking 
against a standard profile 
– default or custom
• Detailed report returned 

with an overall 
pass/fail/warning result, 
with possible solutions 
provided



Configuration 

• First, enabled by your AC
• Select your trigger points at: 
Policy Manager > ProduXion Manager > Configure Artwork Quality Checking



Configuration, continued

Policy Manager > Submission Policies > Edit Submission Items 



View QC Results

Editor Action List

Author Action List



View QC Results, continued



Find a World of Reviewers
Reviewer Discovery



Reviewer Discovery

• Manuscript metadata > API > Pivot
• Algorithms create “fingerprint”
• Matched to scholar profiles
• List of candidates returned



Reviewer Selection Summary Page



Results



View Researcher Profile



View Researcher Profile, continued



Links to Publications



Invite Discovered Reviewers



Invite Discovered Reviewers, continued



Automated Statistical Support
EM version 15.0



• Third-party tool
• Runs thousands of algorithms on submission PDF
• Returns report on quality of the stats against a host of standards
• Manual push or workflow trigger points
• Based on role permissions
• More tomorrow!

In a Nutshell…



Bibliographic Searches

Underused Feature!



Commonly Used Search Engines



What Are They?

• Ways to search online data repositories
• Configured by Account Coordinator with Search Strategies 

configured
• Search strategies use merge fields: pushing data to the search engine
• Search strategy merge fields are found at: 

Help > Configuration of Searches



Examples of 
Action Links



PubMed Author Search Results



Configuration of Permission

Once enabled, you 
go to RoleManager
to give each role 
permission to use the 
searches.



Direct to Editor (DTE)



DTE

• Optimized for groups of Editors 
who work independently, managing 
peer-review and correspondence 

• Submissions are automatically pushed to 
Editors (Direct-to-Editor)

• Cannot be used with Technical 
Check

• Three DTE workflow paths



Three Methods for Direct-to-Editor
1. Author selects Editor during 

submission
2. Author selects 

Section/Category 
associated with an Editor 
during submission 

3. Editors receive submissions 
on a rotating basis 

All three are configured in
PolicyManager > Editor Assignment Policies > Set Editor Assignment Options



Method 1. Author Selects an Editor



Configuration
PolicyManager > Submission Policies > Set Request Editor or Assign Editor 
Display Options



Request Editor or Assign Editor Display Options

1. Select which Editor Roles 
should be visible:

2. Define how much info about 
those editors should be visible: 



Editor Description in People Record



Configure in Article Type

Policy Manager > Submission Policies > Edit Article Types > Article Type Parameters 



Display in New Author Submission Interface



Display in Legacy Submission Interface



Method 2. Author Selects a Section/Category



Configure Section/Category

Policy Manager > Submission Policies > Edit Sections/Categories



Configure in Article Type
Policy Manager > Submission Policies > Edit Article Types > 
Article Type Parameters 



Display in New Author Submission Interface



Display in Legacy Submission Interface



Method 3. Assigned by Rotation



Decide Who Is Included in Rotation
PolicyManager > Editor Assignment Policies > Set Editor Rotation Participants



DTE New Submissions

Submission are not automatically “assigned” to an Editor – they land 
in the editor’s Direct-to-Editor New Submissions folder on their Editor 
‘To-Do’ List



Editors can either assign 
themselves or redirect to 
another Editor



Assign Editor Chain
Making Predictable Paths More Efficient



When and How to Use Editor Chains 

• Predictable sequence of Editor 
Assignments
• Some publications rely on the 

Editorial Office Staff to create 
the sequence
• Staff must proxy in for each 

Editor to build the complete 
sequence 

• Using an Editor Chain, staff can 
assign all Editors in one step
• Chains are created as templates
• Multiple Editor Chain Templates 

are allowed
• Use different Editor Chains for 

different Article Types



Configuration
PolicyManager > Define Editor Assignment Chain Templates



Configuration, continued
PolicyManager > Define Editor Assignment Chain Templates



Configuration, continued
PolicyManager > Define Editor Assignment Chain Templates



Configuration
PolicyManager > Edit Article Types

• Once you define your chain 
template – on the Edit Article 
Type page you assign the 
template you created



Editor Chain Templates: Assign Editor



Step 1: Choose Role



Step 2: Choose Editor



Step 3: Customize Letter



Details Page



Any Questions?

Tina Fleischer
Account Coordinator 

tfleischer@ariessys.com


